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Kuntala
Kuntala also called Kimtaka* probably a contemporary of Abinavagupta, is the author of Vak*tktiji?ita -and he is the systematic expounder of the doctrine of Vakrokti which has been already outlined by Bhamaha£ Ht upholds Vakrokti or figurative expression as the most essential quality of poetry. The ordinary direct form of expression is good for the sciences, but literature requires a deviation from the ordinary mode of speech and a recourse to Bhangi bhaniti or imaginative and figurative speech. Alankaras or figures of speech become prominent in this school. Svabhavokti, according to him, is not to be counted as an Alankara at all.
Mahima Bhatta of the llth century rejects the view of Kuntala as well as that of the Dhvani school and brings in a new factor namely Inference or Anumana as giving rise to poetic enjoyment, in his work called Yyaktiviveka. He is the most destructive critic of the doctrine of Dhavani. Mahima Bhatta was a great logician who deduces all knowledge to the form o^ logical syllogism. While admiring the author's mastery in the Nyaya Sastra, one cannot help feeling the regret that the Alankara sastra which is meant to cultivate the aesthetic enjoyment of literature has been deflected into an intellectual gymnastics. This has become the common feature of the major works and commentaries on Alankara of later ages which devote more attention to logical and grammatical controversies than to the finer aspects of literary art*c pleasure produced by the Rasas as being akin
